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FOREWORD
Congratulations on your purchase of a Reading Classic II™ service body! As the owner of a Reading body, you can take pride in the fact that you are using 
the fi nest service body on the market today. With a tradition of quality and innovation, Reading provides products that you can rely on. Reading bodies are 
designed to maximize your work day and we are honored that our customers have been relying on Reading to help them get the job done since 1955.  

This owner’s manual contains important information regarding your warranty, installation, and maintenance instructions. When ordering parts for your body, 
please have your model number and serial number ready. For future reference, fi ll in the spaces below. 

DATE PURCHASED   ____________

MODEL #   __________________ 

BODY SERIAL #   ______________

(To get your body’s serial number, you can fi nd it inside the curb side horizontal compartment on the 
second front partition). 

KEY NUMBER   ________________

The key number can be found on the side of the key. The following procedure must be followed to locate the lock key number if the keys are lost.
1.  Open any door and remove the lock cover located on the inside of the door.
2.  Locate the cylinder (which is positioned at the end of the linkage rod). The key number will be found on the fl at side of the cylinder. The sequence of the 

cylinder number will start with a J ( sample J 205 ).
3.  Install the lock cover.
4.  Keys can be ordered through your local Reading distributor. 
To locate your local Reading distributor, order parts, accessories, or if you need help, contact us at: 800-458-2226   

READING TRUCK BODY, LLC
(Physical Address)
HANCOCK BLVD. & GERRY ST. 
READING, PA 19611

(Mailing Address)
P.O. BOX 650
SHILLINGTON, PA 19607-0650
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READING TRUCK BODY, LLC  
Reading Truck Body produces the fi nest truck bodies and truck equipment available on the market today. We utilize our state-of-the-art manufacturing 
facility and processes to produce a full line of products with features and options that are unmatched. We produce bodies that are resistant to rust and 
corrosion while also offering durability, security, and convenience. Some quality features and options that Reading provides, include: 

OPTIONS  (Some products feature these options as standard)

• Latch-Matic® keyless (or remote) locking system
• Audible alarm
• Powder coat paint   

A40–A60 coating 
weight steel 
construction & 
acrylic E-coat 
priming 

Complete stainless steel 
rotary locks

Aluma-Fill®Exclusive galvannealed 
fl oor plate and slam 
action tailgate           

Double-paneled doors with nitrogen strut door 
holders with exclusive Dual-Pro® seal system

Hidden hinges 

Rugged understructure

• Compartment lighting •  Extend-A-Shelf™   
 drawer system

• Aluma-Chock® (chock block holder) 
• LED Lighting
• Ladder Racks
And more! 

NOTE: Warranty is not valid 
unless this body is mounted 
by an authorized Reading 
distributor or if prior approval 
is obtained from Reading 
Truck Body, LLC
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LATCH-MATIC®
Latch-Matic® is an exclusive, state-of-the-art locking system that allows the user to 
simultaneously lock all of the service body compartments by use of a single key chain type 
transmitter. Latch-Matic is available with an optional audible alarm that provides additional 
security to your truck body. The alarm system is standard with the C2-50 options package 
and optional on other models.

LATCH-MATIC® OPERATION
Reading provides two high quality key chain transmitters with a 25-ft. range, a  high-
performance receiver/control box with auxiliary cab lock connections*, fully protected wire 
harness, and automotive-rated linear actuators. Individual compartment doors can still be 
locked with the standard service body lock keys. 

*NOTE: Auxiliary contacts are provided which can be remotely controlled by interfacing 
with the truck cab. Reading Truck Body does not provide connection information. Please see 
your commercial truck dealer for this information.  

LATCH-MATIC® PROGRAMMING
Latch-Matic® is easy to program and can “learn” up to four different key chain transmitters. To program additional key fobs to your Latch-Matic® module 
follow these instructions:
1. Press the small program button on the side of the module three times. It is now ready to learn the new transmitter. The module is located in the curbside
  front compartment, behind the protective cover.
2. Press the locking button on each key fob. The new key fobs will now activate your Classic II remote Latch-Matic® Locking System.
3. The maximum amount of key fob codes one module can hold is four.
    
WARNING: Do not carry or store fl ammable or explosive liquids/gases in unvented compartments or any compartments equipped 
with Latch-Matic®. Vapors could cause fi res or explosions. 
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LATCH-MATIC® MODULE – WIRING DIAGRAM 
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LATCH-MATIC® PARTS LIST
1.  Antenna 
2.  Control module
3.  Siren
4.  Actuator
5.  Chassis control tie-in wires
6.  Five wire actuator
7.  Five wire actuator harness
8.  Fuses - 5 amp, 15 amp, 40 amp
9.  Alarm switch
10.  Chassis harness
11.  Compartment harnesses
12.  Battery in-line fuse
13.  Key fobs
14.  Six wire plug

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6. 7.
8.

9.

10. 11.

12.

13.

14.
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FUSE LOCATIONS:
There are 4 fuses included with the Latch-Matic® system. These fuses are located at the following locations:
5-amp fuse: Control module fuse -  located behind the control module cover. 
Fuse is installed in the main wire harness.

15-amp fuse: Dome light fuse located behind the control module cover.
 Fuse is installed in the main wire harness.

40-amp fuse: Main Latch-Matic® fuse located behind the control module cover. 
 Fuse is installed in the main wire harness.

60-amp fuse: This fuse is installed between the main red Latch-Matic® power wire and the chassis battery. The fuse should be located as close to the 
battery or battery junction box as possible.

LATCH-MATIC® WIRING CODE
The wiring should be installed into the control module as follows, starting at the left side of the module.
1. Blue wire
2. Green wire
3. Red wire
4. Black wire
5. Black wire
6. Ten wire plug
7. Four wire plug
8. Two wire plug

Opposite Side
1. Red Plug to Red Receptacle
2. Blue Plug to Blue Receptacle
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LATCH-MATIC® TROUBLESHOOTING 
Problem: Locking system does not respond to the key fob.
Solutions:
1.  If the activation buttons on the key fob are held down for an extended period of time or the fob buttons are pushed more then eight times in a 30-

second period, a time out occurs to prevent damage to the locking system. After the 1-minute time out period, the system should function as normal.
2.  The fob is not programed to the module. Reprogram the fob to the module. Press the program button on the module three times and then the locking 

button on each key fob. The module is located in the curbside front compartment.
3.  Check that the LED light on the module is lit. If not, there might not be any power to the module. Check the connections at the battery and module and 

verify the fuses are not blown. Tighten the connections or replace the fuses if required on systems with the alarm system.
4.  Wiring at the module could be disconnected or installed incorrectly. Compare the wiring against the wire code provided with the Latch-Matic® 

installation instructions. - (see diagram, page 15)

Problem: Single compartment door will not open.
Solutions:
1.  Check the compartment with the fob activated in the locked position. If the compartment can be opened, the wiring going to the lock actuator is 

installed incorrectly. Reverse the wiring.
2.  Use the key over ride to unlock the compartment. Check that the linkage retainer nut screw is tight to the linkage. If the linkage is loose, turn the key 

so the fl oating cam is facing away from the actuator. Pull the linkage and the actuator piston all of the way out, engage the set nut and tighten the 
linkage. Lubricate the movable components on the back of the lock so they work freely. Then, test the locking system.

3.  The actuator in the door could be disconnected. Remove the lock cover, actuator linkage and the two screws that hold the actuator. The actuator can 
now be removed and the connections can be checked.

4.  The pivoting block located between the lock cylinder and the free fl oating cam is installed incorrectly. Remove the cam and turn the pivoting block 
180 degrees. Re-install the cam and linkage.
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Problem: Dome lights will not work or a single dome light will not work.
Solutions:
1.  Check the connections at the module and the battery. Also, check the fuse to see if it failed. It may be necessary to change the 10-amp fuse to a 15-amp 

fuse.
2.  Check that the door is being grounded through the door hinge. It may be necessary to tighten the door hinges to achieve the ground.                       
3.  If the dome lights are being added to a previously installed Latch-Matic® system, the Latch-Matic® module may need to be replaced to handle the
 additional wiring for the dome lights and operation.

Problem: Some locks are locked and the balance of the locks are unlocked.
Solution:
1. The wiring at the actuator is reversed. Change the two wires at the actuator.

Problem: The complete body locks when the key fob unlock button is pressed.
Solution:
1.  Reverse the blue and green wires at the module. (see diagram, page 15)
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1.  Place spacers (1/4” nuts) between the shelf brackets and the spring latch on each shelf 
bracket. Be careful not to bend the spring latch. (See photo #1)

2.  Place the end panels with the oblong holes facing outward over the top of the shelf brackets 
on the second front and front vertical partitions and push downward. The spacers should 
fall out of the spring clips and the end panel will lock in place. If the spacers do not fall out, 
remove the 1/4” spacers on the top and bottom shelf bracket. At that time, the end panel 
will lock into the shelf brackets (see photo # 2). Always check that there are no obstructions 
on the partitions, such as wiring, before installing the end panels.

3.  There will be three left hand bayonet brackets with cam followers installed. These will 
be installed on the left end panel at the location which is required by the installer. The 
cam follower on the bracket will be at the outward position (See photo #3). Slide the rear 
mounting clip on the bayonet bracket into the rear square hole on the end panel. Then, 
place the front mounting clip into the front square hole and push downward (See photo #4, 
next page).

EXTEND-A-SHELF™ INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3
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After the left and right bayonet brackets are installed onto the end panels, you are ready to install the shelving. 

5.  Holding the front of the shelf upward on a 45-degree angle, place the rear cam followers that are installed on the shelves into the opening on top of 
the bayonet brackets. Lower the shelf to level and slide the shelving inward (See photo #5). If the shelves are too small, it may be necessary to add a 
washer behind each of the cam followers on the shelf. This will lengthen the shelf.  This can be achieved by removing the nut and lock washer on the 
shelf cam followers and a  3/8” washer can be added (See photo #6).

6.  The drawer unit will have a handle installed on each of the shelves. This handle will then have a impact bumper installed, which will prevent the handle 
from rubbing on the inside of the door brace (See photo #7).  The bayonet brackets are installed in such a matter that the shelves will roll towards the 
rear of the shelf unit when on a level surface.   

Photo 5

Photo 6

Photo 7

Photo 4
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POWDER COAT
Reading Truck Body offers a unique factory powder coat top coat. Powder coat is a proven process that provides outstanding protection to your Reading 
body. Reading is the only truck body manufacturer to offer this top coat. Powder coat is applied with high voltage state of the art spray equipment which 
adheres fi ne polyester particles to every surface. The end result is a smooth and durable white fi nish allowing the body to provide high levels of corrosion 
protection to salt, chemicals, humidity, scratching, and impact, far surpassing conventional paint top coats. 

POWDER COAT REPAIR  
Repair of Reading’s powder coat fi nish is very similar to repair of spray-applied liquid top coats. The steps are as follows:

1.   Best results will be achieved when the repair area is extended to allow “cut in” to the nearest seam or corner in all directions. An example of this would 
be repair of a scratched fender panel. The entire fender panel should be prepped and top coated to hide the repair area.  Surrounding areas must be 
masked off to prevent overspray imperfections.

2.  Area to be repaired should be cleaned thoroughly with a surface cleaner such as Prep-Sol.

3.  The area which will be sprayed should be lightly-sanded with a 180 or 220 grit abrasive pad on a random-action sander. Areas inaccessible by machine 
sanding should be hand sanded with the same abrasive media (example: paddle locks, around hinges, etc.). Do not remove all the powder coat layer! If 
you break through to bare metal, a suitable etching primer will have to be applied in that area. 

4.   Conventional dent repair methods may be used (bonds, dent pullers. etc.).  The powder coating is thicker than conventional liquid coatings, and it will 
be necessary to feather in and level the repaired area to produce a level coating surface. 

5.   We recommend that the repaired area be topcoated with a low VOC urethane-based two component topcoat such as Dupont Imron 5000. Color formula 
will be based upon Ford Z1 white, which will provide a commercially acceptable color match. A small panel should be sprayed out to determine proper 
color match prior to painting the repair area. For units with a red topcoat, use 74 red for GM products, and F1 red for Fords. 

6.  Small repairs on Class “B” surfaces (interior door panels, compartment interiors, inner cargo wall surfaces, etc.) can be easily repaired with Reading’s 
aerosol powder coat touch up. This product is available in white, blends well with the original powder coat surface, and dries quickly. We do not 
recommend this product for any Class “A” surfaces (exterior, highly visible areas). 

POWDER COAT MAINTENANCE
Bodies that are equipped with powder coat paint require routine maintenance and care. This care includes periodic washing and waxing of the truck body. 
The cleaners and wax, which are normally utilized on your chassis, can be used to maintain the body.   
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MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS
Your Reading body is equipped with many outstanding features, including the fi nest rust and corrosion protection available in the industry. All steel 
Reading products are constructed of two-sided zinc-coated A40–A60 coating weight steel. Steel bodies receive acrylic e-coat priming which is an advanced 
priming process that includes a 12-step automotive-type, immersion priming system ensuring optimum primer adhesion. The acrylic e-coat process coats 
every inch of the steel with a uniform coat of primer. After the immersion priming process, the understructures of all Reading bodies receive 10 mils of 
petroleum based undercoating for added protection. 

Your Reading truck body has been designed and manufactured to provide years of trouble-free service with a minimum of maintenance.  Nonetheless, 
routine body maintenance is required. 

Please follow the simple maintenance procedures below:

 1.  Oil all compartment door hinges and tailgate hinge brackets with a light machine oil once a year. 

 2.  Apply a small amount of white lithium grease to lock mechanism every 6 months. Do not oil lock cylinders on rotary action locks - use powdered   
 graphite. See lubrication guide on  page 16 for additional information.

 3. Care must be exercised when using solvents or cleansing solutions on your service body. Never use these solutions on a gas door prop, as they will  
 damage the gas seal, causing pressure loss and failure of the door prop.

IMPORTANT: CHECK AND TIGHTEN ALL BODY BOLTS PERIODICALLY. Torque all mounting bolts and nuts to 60-65 ft. lbs. 
Torque all double nut “U” bolts to 20 ft. lbs. and second nut to 45 ft. lbs.

NOTE: Whenever accessories, such as lights or brackets are installed on the body, make sure they are properly reinforced and all 
holes are sealed thoroughly to prevent water leakage. 

ALUMINUM SPACEMAKER LIDS MAINTENANCE
A coat of good quality silicone polish should be applied periodically to any aluminum product to prevent tarnishing of the aluminum. 
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ROTARY LOCK & BODY LUBRICATION GUIDE

Recommended Lock Lubrication Points (every six months using white lithium grease)
1. Actuator lever/trigger contact point
2. Contact point between pawl and latch
3. Actuator lever slot
4. Drive arm slot
5. Locking cam pivot
6. Actuator lever/pawl contact point
  
Recommended Body Lubrication Points:
1. Lubricate all hinges yearly (light machine oil)
2. Lubricate tailgate hinge pins monthly (light machine oil) 
3. (Classic II) Lubricate tailgate rods monthly (white lithium grease)
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Problem: Door must be slammed to close.
Solutions:
a.  Striker bracket is adjusted too tight, adjust the striker pin outward.
b.  Lubricate the striker pin or lock.

Problem: Door is loose.
Solutions:
a.  Striker bracket is adjusted too loose. Adjust the striker pin inward.
b.  The hinge nuts on the hidden hinges are loose. Adjust the door and 

tighten.

Problem: Gap between the door and door frame - along the hinge side 
of the door.
Solutions:
a.  The hinges on the partition post are adjusted out too far. Adjust the 

door inward to achieve the proper gap.

ROTARY LOCK & DOOR ADJUSTMENT b.  The door edge is bowed. Adjust the door skin by tapping it 
with a rubber mallet.

c.  The door is too tight to the frame at the bottom of the door 
and away at the top.  Place a mallet handle under the tight 
end and gently push on the opposite end with light and 
even pressure until the door lays fl at to the frame.  

Problem: Door binds at the hinge area.
Solution:
The corners of the door at the hinge side of the door are
rubbing on the door frame. Loosen the hinges on the body and
adjust the door outward. When the door is closed, there should
be a 3/32” gap between the door and the door frame.

Problem: The paint is removed from the post area.
Solution:
The gap between the door and the body frame is not to the
proper dimension. Adjust the door so there is a 7/16” - ½” gap
between the hinge edge of the door and the door frame when
the door is opened to 90 degrees.

Problem: Door hinges are binding.
Solutions:
a.  After the fi nish painting of the unit, apply a coating of a 

silicone or Tefl on lubricant at the pivot points of the hinge.
b.  Lubricate the lock once a year as per the diagram, using 

white lithium grease.
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Problem: Door must be slammed to close.
Solutions:
a.  Striker bracket is adjusted too tight, adjust the striker pin outward.
b.  Lubricate the striker pin or lock.

Problem: Door is loose.
Solutions:
a.  Striker bracket is adjusted too loose. Adjust the striker pin inward.
b.  The hinge nuts on the hidden hinges are loose. Adjust the door and 

tighten.

Problem: Gap between the door and door frame - along the hinge side of 
the door.
Solutions:
a.  The hinges on the partition post are adjusted out too far. Adjust the door 

inward to achieve the proper gap.
b.  The door edge is bowed. Adjust the door skin by tapping it with a rubber 

mallet.

DOOR STRIKER ADJUSTMENT INSTRUCTIONS
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The door hinges can be adjusted in several directions:

1.  The body portion of the hinge is set up to allow the door to travel upward or downward on the
 vertical doors and forward or rearward on the horizontal doors. This can be obtained by loosening 

the 5/16” nuts on the hinge and sliding the door in the required direction.

2.  The door portion of the hinge is set up to allow the door to travel inward towards the body or 
outward away from the body side. This can be obtained by loosening the 5/16” nuts on the hinge 
and sliding the door in the required direction. (see photo 1)

 
3.  It is very important that when the door is adjusted, there is a 7/16” to ½” gap between the edge of 

the door and the body side. If the gap is greater then ½”, you will lose the door seal coverage on 
the hinge side of the door. When the gap is too small there is a chance that the edge of the door 
will rub the body when the door is opened past the 90 degree angle. (see photo 2)

HIDDEN HINGE ADJUSTMENT 

Photo 1

Photo 2
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SINGLE WHEEL WIRING HARNESS DIAGRAM (for factory wiring harness)
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DUAL WHEEL WIRING HARNESS DIAGRAM (for factory wiring harness)
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Thank you for your purchase. It is our hope that your Reading body gives you years of trouble-free service.











- 2 -

©2008 Reading Truck Body, LLC. 
Reading, Latch-Matic, and Aluma Fill are registered trademarks. Classic II and 
Extend-A-Shelf are trademarks of Reading Truck Body, LLC in the United States and 
in some foreign countries.

EXPECT MORE. CHOOSE READING.

®

www.readingbody.com
(800) 458-2226




